We describe a new species of Philodryas from the highlands of southern Ecuador. The new species is distinguished from all known species of Philodryas by a unique combination of coloration, scalation, and hemipenial characters. The new species resembles Philodryas simonsii in color pattern. However, they differ notoriously by their hemipenial morphology. The three other trans-Andean members of the genus (Philodryas simonsii, Philodryas chamissonis, and Philodryas tachymenoides), along with the new species, compose a probably monophyletic group that may be characterized by the presence of ungrooved postdiastemal teeth in the maxilla. Unlike most species of the genus Philodryas, the new species shows a restricted distribution, being apparently endemic to a small region of high-altitude (3150-4450m) grasslands in the southern Andes of Ecuador.
Introduction
Snakes of the genus Philodryas Wagler 1830 are large diurnal racers endemic from South America (Thomas 1976; Tipton 2005) . Currently, 20 species are known to belong to the genus (Zaher et al. 2008 (Zaher et al. , 2009 ). However, the taxonomic identity of several taxa within Philodryas remains obscure (e.g., Thomas 1996; Zaher 1999; Zaher et al. 2008 Zaher et al. , 2009 Grazziotin et al. 2012) . Most species (17 spp.) inhabit the lowlands of cis-Andean South America, while only three are known to occur along the trans-Andean part of the continent in Chile, Bolivia, Peru, and
